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Last Week 
The home-and-away season ended with the Firsts booting a 
mega-score against tenth-placed Monash Gryphons, a new 
OGFC club goal-kicking record being set in the process, and 
the Reserves ending the season with 16 wins out of 18, 
probably their best-ever ratio.  (All that, however, is now 
totally in the past, and we start again; what has gone before, 
and what has been achieved to-date, is now pretty well 
irrelevant.) 
 
Firsts – from Matt Edmonds 
OLD GEELONG      7.2  14.8  28.14  36.17 (233) 
MONASH GRYPHONS  3.4    4.5  5.6  10.7     (67) 
Goals: Vickers-Willis 18; McCarthy 4; Stevens 4; 
Goldsworthy 3; N. Betts 2; Paul 2; Munro; Leishman; 
Kimpton. Best: Vickers-Willis; McCarthy; N. Betts; 
Goldsworthy; T. Betts;  Bayles. 
 
After an up-and-down month of football we needed to make 
sure we finished off the home-and-away season on a positive note.  
It’s hard to imagine that we could have done this in any more emphatic fashion, with a thumping 167-p
victory against the hapless Monash Gryphons. Without doubt the star of the show was Vicko. His 
record 18 goals was an amazing performance and will live long in the memories of those who were l
enough to witness it. The Monash boys had no answer to Vicko’s strength, power and skill as he ran ram
on the forward line for the entire match. They tried seven different opponents on him throughout the day
none went anywhere near to reigning in the burly, moustachioed full-forward. He kicked three goals in 
of the first and second quarters, a staggering eight goals in the third, and finished with four in the last. O
the Vicko rampage was complete he’d netted a very accurate 18 goals 2 behinds. The opposition would 
been thankful to hear the final siren that put an end to the onslaught.  
 
“The Vicko Show” was ably 
supported by a cast of 21 other 
OGS players who all put in a 
fantastic effort that enabled us to 
score 36 goals for the game. Best 
among these was Manga (Hugh 
McCarthy). It’s a real boost for 
us to see Manga hit some top 
form a week out from the finals. 
He attacked the ball at full pace 
on every occasion and used his 
skill and evasiveness to notch up 
four quality goals. His goal late in 
the last quarter when pressed hard 
up against the boundary line was 
slotted through with the accuracy, precision and style very reminiscent of the way Johnny Wilki
approaches his shots on goal. (Sorry to use a rugby comparison here but Manga says that he actually co
parts of the Johnny Wilkinson kicking style when executing these types of goals – it seems to work 
Manga, so don’t change anything!) 

PL 

 
Nick Betts also played his best game for the year. He kicked two goals early in the game and played a 
game on the ball where he again showed that on his day he can be a real match-winner. Goldy 
dominated his wing and kicked another three goals to add to his already impressive season goal tally. St
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Landsdell and Tom Paul both relished 
their chances to play slightly different 
roles for us this week. Stevie played with 
his usual ferocity, only this time it was in 
the centre and Tom played much of the 
game as our ruck-rover where he proved 
that he could easily be classed as our 
most versatile player. The consistent trio 
of Henry Legoe, Willy Paul and Ed 
Bayles again backed up these two 
superbly. George Leishman was another 
who started to display some timely pre-
finals form. He took several telling marks 
in our forward half, kicked a goal and 
provided several other opportunities for 
us. Lachie Stevens continued his good 
form, and despite not getting as much of  

 
the footy as he has in previous weeks he still managed to snag a lazy four goals. Jim Paul’s return to the side 
after a 6-week injury break was a huge bonus for us well. Jim played with his usual aggression and the 
enforced lay-off didn’t appear to take the edge off his game at all. Another pleasing aspect was the 
impressive form of first-gamer Tom Waters. Tom started on the bench but had an instant impact when he 
came on to play on the wing. He has the ability and attitude to become a very good senior player for us. 

Vickers-Willis marks to kick his 16th goal  - PL 

 
Needless to say that such a massive win was very pleasing for us on the eve of the finals. We play Ivanhoe 
Assumption in this Sunday’s first-semi final. Our head-to-head with them this year stands at 1-1 (each side 
winning its home game). We hope to go one up after this Sunday and continue our march towards a long-
awaited Premiership. 
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Reserves – from Jim Legoe 
OLD GEELONG    3.4  7.11  10.14  14.18  (102) 
MONASH GRYPHONS   2.3   2.3    2.6    3.10   (28) 
 Goals: C. Wilson 3, D. Taylor 2, R. Herd 2, M. Leslie 2, D. Salter 2, J. Morley, G. Allen, T. Carey. 
Best: B. Symons, G. Allen, J. McCarthy, D. Taylor, R. Herd, M. Leslie. 
 
For the first time in weeks we were presented with sunshine as we took to the field against the Monash 
Gryphons.   The ground was somewhat smaller than what we were used to and thus our game plan probably 
had to be adjusted slightly. For a team that was sitting down the bottom of the table, with absolutely nothing 
to play for, Monash came out very strongly to register the first major for the game.  Our defence was trying 
hard, but just didn’t seem to have the support from the midfielders who should have been running back.  
Dave Taylor at full forward was providing many strong leads and even got off the ground to nearly take a 
spectacular mark inside 50 – only problem was he didn’t get a hand on the ball!   
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After stern words from coach Dunn at quarter time the team was reshuffled and managed to gain a clear 
ascendancy.  Tav Makin and Ben Symons were 
running through packs and clearing the ball 
beautifully from our defence. The run of Johnny 
McCarthy proved invaluable on the dry ground and 
he, too, was supported by the pace and raking left 
foot of Richie Herd. Our inaccuracy in front of goal 
continued to haunt us as we put on 4.7 for the 
quarter to take a 38-point lead into the half time 
break. The second half was a matter of going 
through the motions as the game was well in control 
and most players were looking ahead towards next 
week’s game against the minor premiers – La Trobe.  
Greg Allen’s dominance in the marking contests around the ground showed that he was back to his                
best form leading into the most important games of the season.  Chris Wilson chimed in with a couple of 
snap goals and the defence held stern, giving us an unbeatable lead of 56 points at three-quarter time.   
 
Whilst many players had their minds on the evening ahead at the Daffodil Ball, and the coach was preparing 
for his flight up to Sydney to watch the Bombers, we all knew we still had 25 minutes of football left to 
complete.  Our defence was aiming to contain Monash’s score to less than 27 points, so as to keep our total 
“points-conceded” to under 400 for the home-and-away season but in the dying moments one of their players 

slotted a goal, 
pushing our 
season points-
conceded to just 
over 400.   
 
Final result was a 
74-point win and 
a winning streak 
that extends back 
to Round 6 when 
we were narrowly 
beaten by Old 
Carey (by one 
point).  For the 
second year 
running the 
Reserves have 

managed to finish the season in second place and have the ability to take it all the way this year.  Our focus 
for now though, will be on the La Trobe side who will definitely not be the pushover they were in Round 14.  
Excitement and the euphoria can now build!!! 

Both photos  SHJ 

 
THIS WEEK  
The Reserves are in the Second Semi Final on Saturday 28 August, commencing 11.30am. (i.e. ten minutes 
earlier than usual).  They are to wear White VAFA shorts and must use the jumper numbers that were 
supplied to the VAFA.   The Firsts are in the Second Semi Final on Sunday 29 August, commencing 2pm. 
They are to wear blue VAFA shorts. Both games are to be held at Central Reserve, corner Waverley and 
Springvale roads, Glen Waverley.  
 
A word of warning.  It has been mentioned to coaches but it is worthwhile delivering a forceful reminder to 
all players and officials about:  

- audible obscenities (you can hear them every couple of minutes at training);  
- Players moving prematurely into the centre square at centre bounces (and that includes standing with 

any part of your boot encroaching on the line when  the ball is bounced); and  
- on-field officials (runner etc) not encroaching into the 50-metre arc during a kickoff;  
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- An interchange involving the new player coming onto the ground before the player leaving has fully 
left the field. 

 
Be aware that not just the Firsts but also the Reserves will have real VAFA field umpires, and possibly real 
VAFA boundary umpires, who won't be as lenient as some club umpires may have been during the season. 
 
AROUND THE CLUB 
After threatening to do it a number of times in the past couple of seasons, Mark Vickers-Willis finally 
equalled and then smashed the Club goal-kicking record of 15 last Saturday.  The late John Butcher had 
kicked 15 late in 1980 against Uni High Old Boys, and his record was matched early in the final term last 
week, and then topped by another three to leave Mark with 18 for the day, including eight kicked in the third 
term. A truly terrific effort, but one with which we must not get carried away – the opposition in the weeks to 
come will be much, much stronger. 
 
Vicko won the D2 Section goal kicking with 74 goals, of which almost 25% of that total came last Saturday. 
That makes two years running for him as leading section goal-kicker. In the Ressies, Mark Avery was 
apparently pipped at the post as the D2 Reserves Section leading goal-kicker, with a 7-goal haul by someone 
else last Saturday. (He was warned about this possibility before he left for Athens for the Olympics, and now 
pays the penalty. - Ed.) Something may appear in FTLOTG asking if 18 goals is a record for a senior VAFA 
match. (I don’t think it would be. - Ed.) 
 
Bloke with the clipboard, dark glasses, suspicious looking raincoat, telescope, mobile phone and directional 
microphone standing on the far side of the ground last Saturday was a spy from Ivanhoe Assumption. They 
have been observing us now for the past few weeks. 
 
Best wishes to Fitzie who 
will be having his knee 
construction this coming 
Monday – he’s been 
muttering something about 
“doing a Jana Pitman”, but 
sadly we don’t expect to see 
him back on the football field 
until well into next season. 
And commiserations to Tim 
Legoe who busted a 
collarbone playing college 
football at Melbourne Uni last 
Sunday week. 
 
 
Despite the absence of these tw
enviable one. By my calculation
available for possible selection, a
appropriate time to hark back to 
away game for the season in the
finals games. It must have been 
year, and fought back to play the
in the Firsts. 
 
I continue to be asked  (perhaps
about upgrading and improving 
(and worse). As with the reques
stopped functioning last March, i
 
 

 

100-game players for OGS in 2004: Jon Malpas, Chris Stinchcombe, Jim Paul, Will Paul     PL
o players, the job for selectors this coming week will not be an easy or 
s (E=MC3) there are at least three regular Firsts players coming back and 
nd another five Reserves players in much the same boat.  It’s probably an 

this time last year, when Anthony Dhillon, having played every home-and-
 Reserves did not manage to gain selection for any of the Reserves’ three 
shatteringly disappointing for him, but he hung in there, stayed around this 
 first two games in the Club 18, the next 14 in the Reserves, and the last two 

 people think I am on the Committee) when something will be happening 
the downstairs rooms at Como which continue to just get worse and worse 
ts to the Council in relation to repairing north-eastern training light, which 
t seems to be something that is getting little attention.  
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Social 
I have given up trying to extract details from the Club Committee about the Vote Count and Presentation 
Day on September 12 (see comments in previous two editions).  
 
From Here and There 
With one round to go, the Club Footy Tipping competition (47 entrants) is heading to an exciting finale with 
Greg Allen and Beetle Southey tied on first with 116, just ahead of Rosie Bell and Jim Kilpatrick on 115. 
Prize money is: First - $346, Second - $192.50;  Third -  $115,  and 20th  (currently John Manton) -  $115,  
whilst the Club picks up $170. 
 
Disappointing that the good residents of Toorak walking their poodles – or in this case, judging by the 
results, their St Bernards - on Como Park do not always obey the by-law about cleaning up after their dogs.  
Last Tuesday night Cam Teague and Richard Cutler both dived full length at the same time at the same 
ball. And finished up covered with much more than just mud.  Guess it would be one way of ensuring you 
could get right out on your own during a match on a Saturday. 
 
Nice to get some positive input about the Weekly Webnotes – Reserves player from last year Paul 
Johnstone was down from Sydney for the weekend and attended the match, advising how much he enjoys 
keeping up with things via the web. 
 
Score-line for the Firsts on Saturday was rather reminiscent of that in our last game of 2000, except we were 
on the receiving end against Banyule. 
 
Three of the items at the Auction Night back in 
2003 were the services of six able-bodied OGFC 
players (perhaps a contradiction in terms, 
especially given photo opposite) for a day of home 
maintenance, building work, or farming work. 
One Lot was purchased by past player Tim 
Breadmore and his requirement, finally fulfilled, 
was for a day’s tree-planting at Paringa Park 
Horse Stud, Murchison, some Sundays ago. Those 
contributing were Tom Waters, Jim Paul, Tom 
Seymour, Henry Legoe, Tom Paul and James 
Hope-Johnstone (sort off). During the week we 
asked Tim to send us down some photos showing 
the aftermath and results of this magnificent effort 
– they appear on the next page. 
 
Reserves players Chuck Atkins and Ben Symons have both been working at the new AFL Hall of Fame, 
completion of which is in its final stages in Swanston Street, and both have been refused time-off for this 
Thursday evening’s training.  That’s bad enough in itself. Worse still is the fact that the CEO of the Hall of 
Fame is past OGFC player, Sam Bingley. 
 
Heaps of photos in this week: we’ll put some more on Page 6, and probably some more on a separate edition. 
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               Wher’th my handbag? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All photos this page - PL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Results of the tree planting (see article previous page) 
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